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Deer Caye: Rapid Assessment – Flora, Fauna & Mayan Sites Evaluation
Flora

Generally five interrelated ecosystems were identified that included the commonly found White, Red and Black mangroves. While permission is required before the cutting of any kind of mangroves this is not seen as a limitation to development. However, because of the significance of the tall trees to attract birds the preservation of as much as possible of the natural vegetation will be a plus. Overall no threatened or endangered plant species were observed in the rapid assessment.
Fauna

A number of mammals, birds and fishes were identified in the area of Deer Caye. The most significant was the West Indian Manatee that appears on the IUCN Redlist as “Vulnerable”. While the Manatee is of general concern for all of Belize, they prefer waters adjacent to the mainland and seldom venture into the shallow waters of the Deer Caye area. A number of migratory birds were recorded that uses the forest canopy as a stopover during their journey. Natural vegetation will have to be protected where possible as a key to maintaining this habitat. On the other side, the nearby Guana Caye is a bird sanctuary with birds that are an attraction to tourist. This is definite a plus to the area and bird lovers must be careful to minimize disturbance of these species during viewing. Fishes were generally in abundance and juveniles were observed indicating a natural nursery nearby the shoreline. Maintaining habitats that will protect these fingerlings will be important for continuous repopulation a healthy marine environment. This can easily be accomplished by maintaining some of the natural vegetation along the shoreline for protection and as a fish nursery. Additional mitigation measures that can be utilize is approved/marked boating routes and safeguarding forested habitats through a code of covenant. In this way development of Deer Caye can be in harmony with the environment.
Mayan Sites
The fringe preliminary site survey could not identify any sites but some mounds may be present in the middle of the property. This is only an assumption based on aerial surveys where some areas of the forest appears in thick clumps.
Overall, based on this assessment there were not any over powering issues that would lead to major restrictions to development. Nevertheless, it must be caution that, cutting of mangrove is still a sensitive issue with the relevant agencies and any impacts must be properly assessed and mitigated. Deer Caye can be developed with minimum impacts to the environement.
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